
	
	
	
	
	 	 	
	
 
 
	

Environment and Human Health in the Western 
Balkans: Challenges and opportunities 
Regional exchange webinar under the ‘Innovative Solutions to Pollution in South East and 
Southern Europe’ organized in collaboration with the United Nations Environment 
Programme, Monday, June 21, 10.00-11:30 

Human health and well-being are intimately linked to the state of the environment. Good 
quality natural environments provide basic needs, in terms of clean air and water, fertile land 
for food production, and energy and material inputs for production. 

At the same time, the environment represents an important pathway for human exposure to air 
pollution, chemicals, industrially polluted sites, water and sanitation and other environmental 
factors such as noise. Particularly air pollution is a major cause of premature death and 
disease, and is the single largest environmental health risk in Europe1. 

This webinar aims at showing linkages between the environment and human health and 
discuss potential solutions in the Western Balkan region by bringing experts and local 
stakeholders together. Main outcomes are the following: 

1. To launch the public report ‘Air Pollution in the Western Balkans’ by UNEP. 
2. Re-launch the policy governance mechanism South East Europe Pollution Platform 

focusing on a regional road map to address environment and health issues, in 
accordance with the priorities identified by its members. 

3. Share recommendations and good practices from international organisations and local 
initiatives to take action on environment-health challenges. 

4. Develop a short synthesis paper of Environment and Human Health in the Western 
Balkan Countries, mapping out the national and regional priorities for action based on 
discussions during the events. 

The participants will be invited to exchange experience in dedicated Q&A sessions 

 

  

																																																								
1	Environment and health, European Environmental Agency https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/human/intro 	
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Proposed agenda  

Title Environment and Human Health in the Western Balkans: Challenges and 
opportunities 

Objective - To present studies and data about the impact of pollution on human health in 
the region; 

- to exchange implementing experiences and constraints with stakeholders from 
the countries, experts and international organizations 

- Re-launching the South East Europe Pollution Platform, addressing 
Environment and Health as regional priority; 

- To establish the base for a synthesis papier on the topic, mapping out issues and 
providing a set of guidelines for the way forward  

- To launch the public report ‘Air Pollution in the Western Balkans’ by UNEP 
Location On-line  
Date 21 June 2021 
Duration 10,00 – 11,30 (90 minutes) 
Participants  Environment and health experts 
Time 
(minutes) Item  Speaker Description 

10,00 – 10,05 
Introduction and 
presentation of the 
Agenda 

H. Egerer, 
UNEP  

- Brief introduction 
- Presentation of the Agenda and 

purpose of the event.    

10,05 – 10,10 
The Pollution 
Platform 

P. Angelini, 
IMET2 

- Brief overview on the Italian 
cooperation in the Region: The SEE 
Pollution Platform 

10,10 – 10,20 

Environment and 
Health in the 
Western Balkan 
Countries 

E. Paunovic 
Environment 
and Health 
expert  

Linkages between environment and 
health: the main regional issues 

10,20 – 10,30 
Air quality and 
Health  

S. Gebert, 
UNEP 

Presentation of UNEP Western Balkan 
study, key findings and 
recommendations  

																																																								
2	Italian Ministry for Ecological Transition 
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10,30 – 10,40 Discussion All participants Air quality and Health 

10,40 – 10,50  
Chemicals 
management and 
contaminated sites 

B.Matic  
IPH - Serbia3 

Presentation of the outcomes of the 
projects4: 
− Development of a National road 

map to enhance health sector 
engagement/contribution to sound 
chemicals management in Serbia till 
2030  

− Roadmap for safe management of 
contaminated sites and related 
hazardous substances  

10,50 – 11,00 Discussion All participants Chemicals and Health 

11,00 - 11,10 Water and Health 
E. Ferretti 
ISS5  

Drinking Water Directive (EU) 
2020/2184 (recast) and Water Safety 
Plans (WSP) for the improvement of the 
water services – EU experience (Italy) 

11,10 – 11,20 Discussion All participants Water and health 

11,20 – 11,30 Conclusions and 
next steps 

E. Paunovic, 
Environment 
and Health 
expert 

- Main conclusions and next steps. 

 
 
 

																																																								
3	Institute of public health of Serbia  - Institut za javno zdravlje Srbije  
4	Strengthening Serbian national capacities and inter-sectorial synergies for safe management of contaminated 
sites and related hazardous substances to prevent negative impact on human health and the environment April – 
December 2018.  
"Development of a national road map to enhance health sector engagement- contribution to sound chemicals 
management in Serbia till 2030" February – March 2021 
5	Italian National Institute of Health – Istituto Superiore di Sanità 


